Environmental Certification/ Logo Schemes

Categories: Corporate, product specific, single or multiple attributes/criteria
Recycled Logo 

Products with recycled content may use the designation and corresponding logo provided labeling is consistent with FTC guidelines [any product not containing 100% recycled material must list the recycled content level – ex: 50% recycled]. There are a variety of recommended minimum guidelines (EPA, EPN, etc.) and special emphasis is placed on labeling postconsumer recycled fiber content in paper. Verification is voluntary in the corporate sector.
Forest Certification: FSC, SFI, CSA, PEFC

Forest certification systems with wide ranging criteria and principles. There is a spectrum of 3rd party auditing for forest practices and chain-of-custody. FSC as the most stringent has requirements that every supply-chain company (and sometimes publishers) obtain FSC certification. Consumer products containing the FSC logo are auditable but rarely audited.
Green-E: 
Certifies renewable energy. 
Full standards and requirements are available at http://www.green-e.org/docs/energy/Appendix%20D_Green-e%20Energy%20National%20Standard.pdf 

LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design):

Green Building certification from the U.S. Green Building Council.  There are several LEED rating systems for different types of builds and uses, including new construction, existing buildings, commercial Interiors, core and shell, schools, homes, healthcare, retail, and neighborhood development. Rating systems are developed  by a diverse group of experts from the building and construction industry.  Each rating system has a checklist of possible environmental attributes of a building and the building is awarded points for each attribute that it contains. The items on the checklist are broken into categories (e.g. site selection, water efficiency, energy and atmosphere, materials and resources, etc).  There are several levels of certification, which are dependent on the total number of points awarded to the building. For example the new construction category has a possible total of 69 points. Certification is broken down as follows

Certified 26–32 points  Silver 33–38 points  Gold 39–51 points  Platinum 52–69 points 
Green Press Initiative Logo

Company has to have a meaningful corporate environmental policy established and/or is making use of the Treatise as a signatory. Paper has to meet or exceed minimum environmental criteria [10% postconsumer recycled coated / 30% postconsumer recycled for uncoated books]. Revisions had been planned to include criteria for forest certification and reduced carbon activities. Plans stalled to support whatever is developed by the industry. Annual verification but implementation has been in “good faith” for the most part.

Ancient Forest Friendly

Developed by the Markets Initiative in Canada. Products that meet the highest environmental performance bar (100% postconsumer recycled fiber or blend of recycled and FSC fiber) are able to carry the logo). No 3rd party verification. Records kept on file and in good faith.
Green Seal

Green Seal is a non profit organization that provides Eco labeling for a wide range of products. The Green Seal Website states that “Green Seal meets the criteria of ISO 14020 and 14024, the standards for ecolabeling set by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO); the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's criteria for third-party certifiers of environmentally preferable products; and the criteria for bona fide ecolabeling bodies of the Global Ecolabeling Network.

The EPA criteria specify that a legitimate third-party certifier must have: 

an open, public process that involves key stakeholders (businesses, environmental and consumer groups, states etc.) in developing its criteria or standards.
For certification a product/service must meet a list of requirements relating to materials used, energy efficiency, etc. Standards for a wide range of products are available at http://www.greenseal.org/certification/environmental.cfm 

Terra Choice EcoLogo Program

Environment Canada’s EcoLogoM Program provides consumers with a level of assurance that the product bearing the EcoLogoM, EcoLogo’s symbol of environmental excellence, meets stringent environmental criteria. The mark also tells the consumer that the manufacturer of the product has been audited by a credible third party.

Started by the Government of Canada in 1988, the EcoLogoM Program is one of many ecolabelling programs around the world rewarding products and services for their environmental leadership. To date, over 3,000 products and services have attained certification with the program.

USDA National Organic Program
certifies the avoidance of the use of a wide range of synthetic chemical imputs. Requires compliance with the standard which lists approved and unapproved substances and practice. Certification also requires detailed records of sales information, strict separation of organic and non-organic products, and periodic inspection Full is available at: http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=11fd57b422b6314d866dc4b02f1a101d;rgn=div5;view=text;node=7:3.1.1.9.30;idno=7;cc=ecfr#7:3.1.1.9.30.3.336.1 
Fair Trade:
Fair trade ensures social, economic and criteria are met for a variety of agricultural products.  A summary of requirements for certification, which requires inspection are below

1. Guaranteed floor price paid directly to the producer group, or income paid to the worker organization.
2. Fair labor conditions for farm workers.
3. Freedom of association for farmers and workers, and democratic decision-making processes.
4. Environmental standards that restrict use of agrochemicals and foster sustainability.
5. Removal of unnecessary middlemen that decrease producer income.
6. Access to pre-harvest lines of credit for cooperatives. 
Government and International Standards

	U.S. EPA, Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines www.epa.gov/cpg
Promotes the use of materials made with recovered materials by designating products that are or can be made with recycled material and by recommending practices (minimum recycled content) for buying these products. 


	Canada, EcoLogo Program 
http://www.ecologo.org/en/ 
The EcoLogo Program certifies products and services based on compliance with environmental criteria focused on the life-cycle impacts of a product or service. The EcoLogo Program requires third-party verification of compliance with the certification criteria. 


	European Union, Eco Flower 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm 
The European Union Eco Flower is a Europe-wide program that awards eco-labels to products that have been found to have less of an environmental impact than other similar competing products, based on life cycle considerations. 


	Germany, Blue Angel 
http://www.blauer-engel.de/englisch/navigation/body_blauer_engel.htm 
The Blue Angel program is a voluntary labeling program. For three decades, the Blue Angel label has been awarded to 3,700 products in 80 product and service categories. The Blue Angel is awarded to products and services which are particularly beneficial for the environment in a life cycle consideration and which also fulfill high standards of occupational health and safety and fitness for use. 


	Nordic Swan 
http://www.svanen.nu/Eng/ 
The Swan is the official Nordic eco-label and is the collective effort of 5 countries: Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Iceland. Products that satisfy strict environmental standards are allowed to display the environmental product label. Companies applying for a license to use the Swan label must provide results from independent testing to prove that criteria are met. 


