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Guidelines for Responsible Paper 
The following guidelines and recommendations are designed to serve as a basis for publishers as they develop strategies for converting to book papers with improved social and environmental attributes. They are based upon standards developed by both the U.S. EPA and the Environmental Paper Network. Improved paper characteristics will conserve natural resources and help to preserve Endangered Forests. Some publishers will incorporate these policies directly through changes in their purchasing policies and other publishers will implement changes through their printers. (Recommendations are for all new titles and reprints)
I
Maximizing Postconsumer Recycled Content
Postconsumer recycled fibers are derived from recovered paper and thus are fibers that are ensured not to be directly sourced from ancient or endangered forests. Publishers committed to eliminating the use of fiber from old growth and endangered forests in their printed books will set goals and objectives to maximize their use of postconsumer recycled fiber. Listed below are minimum and ideal recycled content levels provided as a basis for implementing improvements in production policies. 
Ideal

· 100% postconsumer recycled paper, processed chlorine free
Uncoated Minimum
· 30% postconsumer recycled paper 
Coated Minimum

· 10% postconsumer recycled paper
II
Maximizing the Use of Virgin Fiber Certified to the Best Standards in Forestry (FSC)
Currently the FSC [Forest Stewardship Council] certification for virgin fiber is widely accepted in the conservation community as the best practice standard for forest management. Accordingly, publishers committed to eliminating the use of paper with fiber from Endangered Forests, preventing forest conversion, and valuing indigenous rights will set goals and objectives that incorporate the recommended strategies below for sourcing environmentally preferred virgin fiber. 
· Where available, the paper will be certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).

· If FSC certified paper is not available, publishers will encourage suppliers to use Chain-of Custody forms to track the source and origin of any virgin fiber, work in partnership to eliminate papers with fiber from Endangered Forests, and set goals for incorporating FSC fiber into paper.
Goals and Benchmarks
Publishers have the opportunity, through the products they choose and those they reject, to serve as environmental stewards in improving the production practices of the entire book publishing sector. Establishing goals is the best way to provide clear signals and build alliances with the supply chain.  The process for implementation will vary between publishers. However, listed below are suggested minimum benchmarks: 
Year 1: 
Selected titles on 30% to 100% postconsumer recycled and FSC certified paper
Year 2:

5% of paper used consists of recycled fiber [measured in tons or lbs.] and is FSC certified

Year 3:

15% of paper used consists of recycled fiber [measured in tons or lbs.] and is FSC certified

Year 4:

25% of paper used consists of recycled fiber [measured in tons or lbs.] and is FSC certified

Year 5:

30% of paper used consists of recycled fiber [measured in tons or lbs.] and is FSC certified
*Note: Suggested recycled fiber-use goals are for postconsumer recycled fiber. Using preconsumer recycled fiber is also beneficial and should be incorporated provided the minimum postconsumer goals are met. 
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