Guidelines for Paper Use (Printers)

The following guidelines and recommendations are designed to serve as a basis for printers as a strategy for converting to book papers with strong environmental attributes. 

I
Paper-Use Goals and Timelines

Participating printers will make their best efforts to increase the use of postconsumer recycled, and FSC certified fiber such that:

· By 2012 at least 30% of the total annual paper volume measured in tons or pounds (for coated and uncoated) is comprised of recycled fiber (majority postconsumer).

· By 2012, at least 20% of the total annual paper volume (for coated and uncoated) is FSC certified measured in tons or pounds.

I
Maximizing Postconsumer Recycled Fiber

Postconsumer recycled fibers are derived from recovered paper and thus are fibers that are ensured not to be directly sourced from ancient or endangered forests. Printers committed to eliminating the use of fiber from old growth and endangered forests in their printed books will set goals and objectives to maximize their use of postconsumer recycled fiber Listed below are standards recommended by the U.S. EPA and the Environmental Paper Network. Printers are encouraged to meet or, ideally, surpass these minimum standards when using recycled papers.

Uncoated Minimum

30% postconsumer recycled

 

Coated Minimum

10% postconsumer recycled 
II
Maximizing the Use of FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) Certified Fiber

Currently the FSC certification for virgin fiber is widely accepted as the best practice standard for forest management. Accordingly, printers committed to eliminating the use of paper with fiber from Endangered Forests will set goals and objectives that incorporate the recommended strategies below for sourcing environmentally preferred virgin fiber.

Where available, the paper brand and/or the virgin fiber portion of paper will be FSC certified or consist of fiber that is certified according to the standards set by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)

If FSC certified virgin fiber is not available, printers will encourage suppliers to use Chain-of Custody forms to track the source and origin of any virgin fiber, work in partnership to eliminate papers with fiber from Endangered Forests, and set goals for incorporating FSC fiber into paper.

III
Preconsumer Recycled Fiber

Printers interested in advancing the best practices within their industry will set and reach objectives as defined in points I and II above. During the process of reaching these objectives, printers that replace virgin fiber with preconsumer recycled fiber are engaging in a paper-use practice that minimizes pressure on Endangered Forests.
